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M E S S A G E  F R O M 
T H E  C H A I R M A N

M E S S A G E  F R O M 
T H E  C E O

We are delighted to see that our commitment to 

supporting people all over the world in their individ-

ual development is attracting ever greater interest. 

It is therefore all the more important to keep focus-

ing on the essentials and to select from the wealth 

of possibilities only those projects that are the best 

matches for our foundations.

Given our great responsibility, the exact definition of 

our core beliefs and foucs areas is crucial. Our new 

«Freedom in Practice» principle succinctly sums up 

the purpose of both foundations, and our objectives 

have been clearly formulated in the revised vision and mission state-

ment. The new core beliefs of the Rising Tide Foundation (RTF) and the 

now clearly defined focus areas of the Rising Tide Foundation for Clini-

cal Cancer Research (RTFCCR) constitute additional milestones. You can 

find detailed information on both in this brochure.

However, even this new orientation guide would remain mere theory 

without active individuals. We would like to take this opportunity to 

express our sincere thanks to our board members and our advisory 

board. Their expertise and experience is one of our treasures and vital 

to the project selection process, and we are pleased to introduce the 

advisory board in this brochure as well.

With renewed focus and great determination, we look forward to a 

promising future; one in which people are given the freedom to devel-

op to their fullest potential. 

Our new core beliefs and our new focus areas “Ther-

apy optimization” and “Freedom in Practice” are 

already having an impact on our relationships and 

work. The implementation of our core beliefs is pro-

gressing and has garnered very positive responses 

from our partners and acceptance among our grant-

ees. Consequently, the projects we are attracting 

and sourcing are more resourceful, inspire more 

passionate action, and focus on further growing per-

sonal freedom and individual dignity as the greatest 

human asset.

 

This can be seen, for example, in our commitment to the Free Market 

Foundation (FMF), which works to safeguard property rights in South 

Africa and in our contribution to research into neuromodulation as a 

gentle treatment for chemotherapy-related nerve disfunctions. While 

the first project is grounded in innovation and resourcefulness, the sec-

ond project has decisively improved patients’ quality of life. Additional 

information on both grants can be found in this brochure.

 

Globally recognized and working with renowned partners, our two 

foundations, both operating since January 2011, are gradually ap-

proaching the end of a successful decade. For the anniversary year of 

2021, we have some highlights that we plan to communicate and that 

will be heralded by a rebranding, including an updated logo and a new 

website.

SHAWN STEPHENSON
BOARD CHAIRMAN

WENDELIN ZELLMAYER
CEO
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C O R E
B E L I E F S

R T F
N E W  F O C U S  A R E A

At Rising Tide Foundation, we believe the market economy, in concert 

with limited government and rule of law, holds the greatest promise 

of freedom and prosperity for all. Markets enhance individual flourish-

ing by coordinating diverse interests through voluntary and peaceful 

exchange. The greatest advancements in human history result from 

such interactions between individuals who are free to act, enter into 

exchanges, and create value for themselves and others, not through 

the use of force or by virtue of top-down planning by the state.

Poverty, in our opinion, cannot be “managed” by redistributing a per-

ceived “finite” pie of wealth, nor by gaining control over limited resourc-

es. Instead, prosperity is when society respects the dignity of each per-

son and his or her right to act as a moral agent. We seek to unleash this 

potential by supporting projects that open networks of productivity 

and exchange to the previously excluded. We believe that individuals in 

poverty must see themselves as active agents, not passive victims. They 

must seek and be given empowerment, not paternalistic protection as 

the key to prosperity. 

Personal freedom and the free market economy, as ideals, are contin-

uously threatened by the power of big government and big business, 

intervening to enhance “social justice,” “equity, “ or “efficiency” in mar-

kets. But these efforts end up leading to the kind of crony capitalism 

that is so prevalent today – a system that claims to help everyone but 

benefits only the few at the expense of the many; it is a system that 

manages rather than solves poverty. 

Our philanthropic strategy is to support projects that articulate and 

promote these core beliefs, projects that eliminate the obstacles that 

impede creative individuals, projects that give a “hand-up,” rather than 

just a “hand-out”. 

Freedom in Practice

RTF has combined its previous social, educational, and libertarian fund-

ing areas into one combined area: Freedom in Practice.

We are interested in projects that go beyond theory, that apply these 

insights in the lives of real people and promote greater freedom and 

prosperity. Specifically, we seek to find projects that:

Develop 
private sector 

solutions to 
societal problems. Offer solutions 

to the problems 
created by 

government 
and crony capitalist 

interventions. 
Projects that offer 

strategies for making 
such interventions 

unnecessary and 
unattractive going 

forward.Design and 
implement 
programs that 

enhance individuals’ 
capacities for self-
determination, 
individual choice, and 
peaceful, voluntary 
cooperation in society.

Discover 
methods to 

teach freedom in 
new ways to untapped 

audiences.
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R T F C C R 
N E W  F O C U S  A R E A S

Therapy 
optimization

• Repurposing drugs
• Combination therapies
• Overcoming resistance
• Treatment de-escalation
• Biomarker development

Implementation 
research

• Insights on patient uptake of 
care

• Identify barriers to accessi-
bility

Improve detection of 
genetic and molecular 
changes for monitoring of 
people at increased risk Selected primary 

prevention strategy trials

Genetic, molecular, and 
imaging technologies to 
identify or monitor pre-
cursors of cancer

Better characterize 
aggressive cancers 
through biomarkers or 
other technologies to 
personalize detection/
monitoring

Patient engagement

• Providing feedback to re-
search results

• Prioritizing needs

Disease and 
treatment burden

• E.g., fatigue, pain, cachexiaBiomarker development

Insights on patient uptake of 

I M P R O V E D 
P A T I E N T 

O U T C O M E S

S C I E N C E  O F 
P R E V E N T I O N
&  D E T E C T I O N

The Rising Tide Foundation for Clinical Cancer Research is committed 

to helping fight cancer by supporting ground-breaking and pioneering 

clinical cancer research. Our goal is to help patients improve their qual-

ity of life and win the fight against cancer. We believe the best way to 

support our mission is to focus on a definite type of project. So we have 

decided to focus on two main areas: Improved Patient Outcomes and 

the Science of Prevention and Detection.
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A D V I S O R Y 
B O A R D 

“The cause of freedom is a long-term project but at the same 
time always urgent - that’s why I strongly identify with RTF’s 
approach to invest to promote both the theory as well as the 
practice of freedom.”

“It is such a privilege to serve on the RTFCCR board – doing what we inher-
ently want as compassionate physicians – providing means to advance 
science in a way that truly helps the patients we so deeply care for.”

For more detailed information on CVs please visit risingtide-foundation.org

“What a privilege it has been to work with the incredibly dedicated 
people of the Rising Tide Foundation as they support critical pro-
jects to break down obstacles to individual flourishing, teach the 
strategies of self-reliance, and convey the importance of freedom 
in all facets of a good life. I am proud of the mission we share and 
confident that the benefits produced by this hard work improve the 
lives of the world’s most vulnerable. In doing so, these efforts lift us 
all.”

“Being an Advisory Board member of RTF has been a vital source of 
refreshment and inspiration for me.

Sharing comments and providing advice to young investigators 
within the friendly atmosphere of the RT Advisory Board has been a 
learning experience and rewarding journey for both sides.”

A N D R E A S  E .  W I D M E R
A D V I S O R Y  B O A R D  M E M B E R

• Clinical Professor of Entrepreneurship at The Catholic University of America’s 
Busch School of Business & Economics

• Co-founder of The SEVEN Fund

• Former CEO of The OTF Group

D R .  B O B B I  H E R Z B E R G
A D V I S O R Y  B O A R D  M E M B E R

• Senior Fellow in the F.A. Hayek Program for Advanced Studies at 
George Mason University

• Emeritus Associate Professor of Political Science at Utah State 
University.

• Faculty and administrative positions at the Universities of 
Utah State, Indiana, Bloomington and at the John Templeton 
Foundation

C R I S T I A N A  S E S S A ,  M D ,  P H D
A D V I S O R Y  B O A R D  M E M B E R

• Consultant for Clinical Research at the Oncology Institute of 
Southern Switzerland (IOSI)

• Member of the Guidelines Committee of the European Society 
of Medical Oncology (ESMO) 

• Vice-President of the European Society of Gynecologic 
Oncology (ESGO)

J O S E P H  M I K H A E L 
M D ,  M E D ,  F R C P C ,  F A C P
A D V I S O R Y  B O A R D  M E M B E R

• Professor in the Applied Cancer Research and Drug Discovery 
Division at the Translational Genomics Research Institute

• Chief Medical Officer of the International Myeloma Foundation

• Consultant hematologist and Director of Myeloma Research at 
the HonorHealth Research Institute

OUR ADVISORY BOARD PLAYS A CRITICAL ROLE IN REVIEWING 
AND ASSESSING ALL GRANT ACTIVITIES OF THE FOUNDATION 
AND OFFERS TECHNICAL ADVICE AND DYNAMIC PERSPEC-
TIVES TO SUPPORT OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS.
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R T F
T O T A L  F U N D E D  P R O J E C T S

36
UNITED STATES

1
CENTRAL AMERICA

2
GUATEMALA

1
COLOMBIA

1
CANADA

CANCER 
RESEARCH

SOCIAL/
EDUCATIONAL

LIBERTARIAN
FREEDOM IN 

PRACTICE

ACTIVE GRANTS 2 16 14 2
COMPLETED 

GRANTS 8 9 30

3
UNITED KINGDOM

1
BOSNIA & 
HERZEGOVINA

1
CHINA

1
CAMBODIA

1
PHILIPPINES

2
SOUTHEAST ASIA

1
ISRAEL

2
KENYA

3
SOUTH AFRICA

4
INDIA

1
GLOBAL

2
LATIN AMERICA

1
SUB-SAHARAN
AFRICA

1
DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC

13
SWITZERLAND

1
LITHUANIA

1
EUROPE

81
FUNDED PROJECTS

2011-2019
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R T F C C R
T O T A L  F U N D E D  P R O J E C T S

30
UNITED STATES

2
EL SALVADOR

1
CANADA

3
UNITED KINGDOM

1 
SINGAPORE

1
AUSTRALIA

2
ISRAEL

1
AUSTRIA

1
FRANCE

1
SPAIN

18
SWITZERLAND

61
FUNDED PROJECTS

2011-2019

42
ACTIVE GRANTS

10
COMPLETED GRANTS

8’800
Number of patients to 
benefit directly from 

cancer research
 funded by RTFCCR
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R T F C C R 
I M P A C T  I N  T H E  N E W
F O C U S  A R E A S

Therapy optimization
• Epigenetic therapy to sensitize patients with advanced NSCLC to 

chemotherapy and immunotherapy targeting reversal of immune 
tolerance

• A study evaluating the pregnancy outcomes and safety of interrupting 
endocrine therapy for young women with endocrine responsive breast 
cancer who desire pregnancy

• Aspirin as an adjuvant therapy for colorectal cancer
• Phase II trial of salvage radiotherapy +/- metformin for prostate cancer
• Anti-osteoclast therapy as an adjuvant in treatment of chondrosarcoma
• TAXIS: Targeted axillary dissection and radiotherapy in breast cancer
• Targeting eIF4A in melanoma persistent cells to prevent resistance
• Neurocognitive & QOL in proton/photon pediatric brain tumor survivors
• A combined budding/T-cell score in pT1 and stage II colorectal cancer
• Extended pelvic lymph node dissection vs. no pelvic lymph node 

dissection in radical prostatectomy for intermediate- and high-risk 
prostate cancer

• New approach to refining risk stratification for colorectal cancer
• SAKK 01/18: Reduced intensity radiochemotherapy for stage IIA/B 

seminoma
• Voice quality after laser surgery versus single vocal cord irradiation
• High-fiber diet to enhance the microbiome in immunotherapy

Patient engagement
• Improving accessibility of clinical cancer trial results for patients
• Focus group on symptom management research

Disease and treatment burden
• The MENAC Trial: A randomized, open-label trial of a multimodal 

intervention versus standard care in cancer patients with cachexia
• WISE STUDY: Walking Intervention for Symptom Elimination under 

aromatase inhibitor therapy
• Optimizing neurofeedback to treat Chemotherapy-induced 

peripheral neuropathy (CIPN)

Science of Prevention & Detection

• Thiamine for delirium prevention in hematopoietic stem cell 
transplantation

• Development of alternative ablation device for cervical pre-cancer 
treatment

• Prevention of myeloid cancers by understanding their pre-clinical 
evolution

• Bedside diagnosis of bloodstream infections in leukemia
• Early diagnosis and treatment of pre-leukemia
• CD38-targeted immuno-PET imaging to prevent myeloma relapse
• Liquid biopsies in early diagnosis of colorectal cancer
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O U R  C O L L A B O R A T I O N S
A  S T O R Y  O F  I N T E G R I T Y 
A N D  T R U S T

We believe that collaboration based on integrity and trust maximizes 

impact. This can be seen in the catalyst of great start-up initiatives we 

fund. Because our organization focuses on making a positive differ-

ence within a short time, the projects we have funded have resulted in 

strong foundations for individuals to thrive. 

VOICE OF OUR PARTNERS

ISMAEL HERNANDEZ
FREEDOM AND VIRTUE INSTITUTE

“The Rising Tide Foundation staff is thorough, clear, 
engaged, supportive, principled, and very 
personable. I know that we are being taken 
seriously, challenged to be better every day, 
and encouraged in the pursuit of our goals. 
It is a very positive experience to work with 
them. The funding offered by the foundation 
has been instrumental in the expansion and 
bettering of our program. It has been a cru-
cial and welcomed support leading us to new 
highs.”

DR. ISABEL STIRNIMANN
FUNDACIÓN EDUCACIÓN

“Fundación Educación and the Rising Tide Founda- 
tion have one goal in common: empowering 

individuals by helping them to develop their 
individual skills so they can assume respon-
sibility for their own futures and society. We 
are very happy that the Rising Tide Founda-
tion supports our scholarship programs for 

talented but underprivileged young students 
in Latin America. Thus, we have not only gained 

a committed supporter, but also valuable in- sights, 
feedback, and encouragement by the team of RTF.”



20 21

MICHAEL KAPLAN
MELANOMA RESEARCH ALLIANCE

“The Melanoma Research Alliance has been delighted to 
enter into two different formal collaborations with the 
Rising Tide Foundation over the past few years to ad-
vance clinical cancer research. Rising Tides’ focus 
on supporting innovative cancer research, with 
near-term clinical implications, aligns per-
fectly with our own research agenda and 
priorities. In Rising Tide, MRA has found a 
partner who shares the strong desire to 
fund clinically-focused and cross-discipline 
research that has the potential to make 
transformative changes. Throughout the 
grantmaking process, Rising Tide was, and con-
tinues to be, a valued partner to MRA and our mis-
sion of ending suffering and death due to melanoma.“

SHAHAB ASGHARZADEH
CHILDREN`S HOSPITAL LOS ANGELES

“I am extremely grateful for Rising Tide Foundation’s 
support of the New Approaches to Neuroblastoma 
Treatment (NANT) consortium’s Precision Medicine 
Trial. Headquartered at Children’s Hospital Los Angeles, 

NANT’s Precision Medicine Trial is the first neu-
roblastoma-specific, multi-institution trial of 

its kind. The grant from Rising Tide helped 
pioneer multiple new methods for analyzing 
tissues of children with recurrent neuroblas-
toma and provide key genetic information 

back to families and physicians in order to 
help guide and identify new therapies for this 

devastating childhood disease. Through this phil-
anthropic partnership, we are moving closer towards 

the day when a cure for all kids with recurrent neuroblas-
toma becomes a reality.”

JAVIER AL HAGUE
HUMAN RIGHTS FOUNDATION 

“Working with RTF’s excellent team has always been very 
smooth, efficient, and productive, and has been funda-
mental in helping us to achieve our goals.
Thanks to the generous support of the RTF, the Human 
Rights Foundation (HRF) has already submitted 11 legal 
complaints to the United Nations Working Group on 

Arbitrary Detention (UNWGAD) on behalf of over 50 
victims in Cambodia, Gabon, Iran, Hong Kong, 

Russia, Saudi Arabia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, 
and Vietnam regarding the arbitrary deten-
tion of innocent individuals. HRF has already 
obtained five positive UNWGAD opinions 
regarding cases in Vietnam, Cambodia, Iran 

(2) and Gabon, a remarkable feat. In three of 
these cases, the detainees were released from 

detention after HRF filed the international lawsuits, 
meaning it is highly likely that the claims, made possible 
by RTF, played a significant role in the international pres-
sure that compelled the States to act. In another case, 
HRF’s legal complaint was used to supplement and assist 
an asylum application by one of the complainants who 
had fortunately escaped to a third country. With the re-
mainder of RTF’s grant, HRF plans to submit twenty more 
complaints and is determined that each petition made 
possible by RTF should have a significant impact in the 
lives of prisoners of conscience around the world.”

PETER DURRER
SWISS GROUP FOR CLINICAL CANCER RESEARCH (SAKK)

“Our vision is to bring progress to cancer care. To reach 
this goal, the involvement of patients is key. For 
this reason, we started a program to increase 
the involvement of patients. With the sup-
port of RTFCCR we built up within three 
years a strong team of engaged patient 
advisors that are recognized in the whole 
cancer research network and beyond. 
More and more we see the positive effect of 
patient-centered trials and the involvement of 
patients on all levels of clinical trial development 
and conduct. We are aware this is just the beginning of a 
transformation to really put the patient in the center of 
effective and patient-oriented cancer treatment.”



22 23

“CCB for Miners 
teaches participants 
MIT D-Lab’s design 
process so that they 
can become key 
agents in their own 
lives, designing, 
building, and ide-
ating technologies 
and businesses that 
are capable of solv-
ing seemingly insur-
mountable prob-
lems artisanal and 
small-scale miners 
are facing in their 
communities.” 
Libby McDonald

To promote safer, healthier, and more equitable participation in re-

gional mining economies in Antioquia, Colombia, MIT D-Lab, with sup-

port from the Rising Tide Foundation, has launched a 2-year program 

that trains Colombian artisanal and small-scale gold miners (ASGM) 

to develop sustainable solutions to ASGM-related 

health and environmental challenges. In addition, to 

promote economic diversification, the program en-

hanced the capacity for self-determination by spark-

ing entrepreneurial efforts and yielding networks of 

businesses outside of the mining sector. With over 15 

years of inclusive innovation experience, MIT D-Lab 

has leveraged its in-house expertise and Colombian 

partnerships to implement a comprehensive program 

that generates opportunities for co-creating technolo-

gy and business solutions with multiple stakeholders, 

including miners themselves. The initiative utilizes a 

unique D-Lab methodology called “Creative Capacity 

Building” (CCB). Creative Capacity Building is an inclu-

sive approach to human development that teaches a 

flexible method for problem-solving, exposing individ-

uals to a framework that can be used to solve every-

day challenges as well as provide concrete, hands-on 

skills to build and iterate technological and business 

solutions to those challenges. 

 

Throughout the two-year program, miners will take 

part in a series of CCB trainings, both on technolo-

gy and business design, and will have access to tai-

lored coaching through local innovation spaces. 

This approach allows participants to become active 

solution-finders rather than passive recipients. The expected results 

include, but are not limited to, the creation of technologies and busi-

nesses that produce economic and health benefits for artisanal and 

small-scale miner participants.

 

At the close of the project, MIT D-Lab and its local partners Universidad 

Nacional, Uniminuto, and C-Innova will have trained 250 small-scale 

gold miners in CCB for designing technology and businesses. These 

participants are drawn from two mining regions in Antioquia Colom-

bia: Andes and Bajo Cauca (locations with very different approaches 

to mercury use in mining). Ultimately, MIT D-Lab anticipates that 10-20 

new ventures will emerge from these trainings, developing and offering 

new technologies and approaches that improve the safety, health, and 

livelihoods of people living in these communities. 

M I T  D - L A B
S U P P O R T E D  B Y
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Chemotherapy-induced peripheral neuropathy (CIPN) is often a side 

effect of cancer treatment and can diminish a patient’s quality of life 

(QOL) by affecting everyday activities such as driving a car, putting on 

clothing, using utensils and walking. By using technology that meas-

ures the electrical activity of the brain, Dr. Prinsloo and her team tested 

a treatment called neurofeedback for CIPN that is customized to the 

individual, relatively inexpensive, non-invasive, and provided alongside 

conventional medicine. 

Rising Tide is currently contributing to the next step 

of this research, a phase III trial using neurofeedback 

to augment the limited effects of the only medication 

approved to treat CIPN (duloxetine). The objective is 

to find out if neurofeedback will decrease pain percep-

tions and improve other symptoms related to quality of 

life, such as anxiety and depression.

METHOD CIPN patients completed assessments that 

determined the brain activity related to their pain, men-

tal health, and QOL. They were randomized to one of 

three groups: 1) neurofeedback, 2) placebo control or 

3) wait-list. The neurofeedback group had a minimum 

of two sessions of neurofeedback training each week 

for 10 weeks where their brain activity was monitored 

by electroencephalogram while the patients played a 

computer game. The game rewarded the participants 

when they successfully modified their brainwave activity in a targeted 

area. Over time, the patient learned to modify that activity without the 

game. Patients in the placebo condition received the same treatment 

although they were not taught to modify their brain activity. Follow-up 

measures were collected at the end of the neurofeedback sessions and 

one month later. 

RESULT Dr. Prinsloo and her team found that patients can learn to con-

trol activity in brain areas that are associated with CIPN, leading to QOL 

improvements such as restoration of normal exercise and recreational 

activities. They also examined the brain activity of patients with CIPN 

before neurofeedback and again after and compared that to the brain 

activity of patients who received a placebo intervention.

“We are very 
grateful for the 
ability to conduct 
this research, 
and with this new 
grant we hope to 
make neurofeed-
back the standard 
of care and there-
fore accessible to 
many people.” 
Dr. Sarah Prinsloo

R E S E A R C H I N G  N E U R O -
M O D U L A T I O N  F O R
C A N C E R  T H E R A P Y
S U P P O R T E D  B Y

“The Khaya Lam 
project has devel-
oped a system to 
register the rights 
of home owners.
This enables the 
“new home own-
ers” to trade their 
property in any 
way they please. 
The Khaya Lam 
project not only 
restores property 
rights, but it also 
reduces the power 
of officials.”
Jasson Urbach

As a result of one of South Africa’s most notorious pieces of legislation, 

the 1913 Natives Land Act that was adopted more than a century ago, 

most black South Africans still do not have titles to property in land. 

To rectify the situation, the Free Market Foundation (FMF) launched 

the Khaya Lam project in 2013, which aims to bring about the titling of 

all the apartheid-era properties in which black fami-

lies had and still have occupation rights, but not title 

deeds. 

Khaya Lam believes that home ownership is an im-

portant key to wealth creation and economic empow-

erment; it is only through tradable title deeds that 

home owners can reap the benefits of legally owning 

and occupying their homes. The Khaya Lam project is 

a significant step towards unleashing the “dead cap-

ital” accumulated under apartheid. Most important-

ly, it is a completely liberating action that will sweep 

away one of the last major vestiges of the iniquitous 

apartheid system – the prohibition upon the owner-

ship of land by black South Africans. 

The primary purpose of the project is thus to redress 

the past injustices and restore dignity to families 

who were previously denied the fundamental right 

to own their own properties. The project continues 

the FMF’s defense and promotion of property rights, 

especially for black South Africans. More specifically, 

this project puts into practice what the FMF has long 

espoused: property rights are a fundamental compo-

nent of a free and prosperous society.

The total number of RTF transfers to date is 600 (100 in 2016 + 250 

in 2018 + 250 in 1H2019). An additional 250 are in the process of be-

ing registered with the Deeds Registry and will be ready by December. 

Since the RTF sponsorship of 100 in 2016 – and excluding the 1,500 RTF 

subsequently sponsored – the project has raised approximately R5.2 

million (approximately USD340,818).

T H E  K H A Y A  L A M  P R O J E C T
S U P P O R T E D  B Y
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P A R T N E R I N G  T O 
A C C E L E R A T E  C U R E S 

N E W  A P P R O A C H E S 
T O  T E S T I C U L A R  C A N C E R 
T R E A T M E N T
S U P P O R T E D  B Y

Testicular cancers are the most common malignancies in men aged 

between 18-35 years. Of those, seminoma is the most frequent as it 

accounts for about half of all testicular cancers. Seminoma is classified 

according to the involvement and degree of spreading to lymph nodes 

and to the lung or other organs. Around 10% of all seminoma patients 

are diagnosed with stage IIA/B disease.

Seminoma stage IIA/B is highly responsive to chemo-

therapy and radiation therapy and the progression 

free survival (PFS) at 5 or 6 years with such treat-

ments is between 87-95%. Supra-diaphragmatic 

lymph nodes are the usual site of tumor recurrence 

after radiation therapy, while local failure or tumor 

persistence in paraaortic lymph nodes is predomi-

nant after chemotherapy.

Dr. Papachristofilou from the Basel University Hos-

pital speculated that a therapy de-escalation proto-

col with good efficacy should combine suboptimal 

carboplatin chemotherapy (1 cycle) with a limited 

volume of radiation therapy targeting the involved 

nodes only (30 or 36 Gy for stage IIA or IIB, respec-

tively).

METHOD This was a multi-center, single arm trial, in 

which both stage IIA and IIB patients were included. 

13 sites in Switzerland and 10 sites in Germany participated in the trial. 

120 patients were enrolled over 6 years, 66 in Switzerland and 54 in 

Germany. 

PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS Therapy compliance, acute side ef-

fects, and efficacy of treatment were encouraging. Results regarding 

the primary endpoint (progression free survival at 3 years) will be avail-

able in 2021.

FURTHER EFFORTS Based on the encouraging preliminary results, the 

team decided to adapt the therapy regime to test a further lowered 

radiation dose and a slightly intensified chemotherapy in a subgroup of 

patients. By making these adjustments, they hope to be able to define 

the future standard of care.

We are one of many players in this area and share objectives with a 

broad range of other organizations worldwide. Co-funding and inno-

vative funding models can be further explored and will be more at-

tainable due to a better definition of our main funding interest. A multi 

stakeholder partnership can result in a greater impact and contribute 

to our positioning as thought leaders.

 

Partners can engage with RTFCCR around information-sharing and net-

working with scientists and other institutions interested or with expe-

rience in the focus areas and topics we select. The network will also 

expand our capacity leading to improved reviews and better grants.“The support of the 
Rising Tide Founda-
tion for both trials 
has been crucial as 
there are not many 
funding opportu-
nities for therapy 
de-escalation tri-
als. Our team and 
patients are very 
grateful to have 
received it.”
Dr. Alexandros Papachristofilou
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